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is his Song to David, written in a madhouse and published in 1763. Both in thought and style it has a vigour, a freshness, and a dignity wholly unlike the conventional regularity which Smart, at ordinary times, shared with most of the minor poets of the eighteenth century- Browning made acquaintance with him early, in the first instance through the gift from his uncle Reuben of his translation of Horace; and he refers to him (without naming him) in Paracclszts^ \. 770-774. In later life he was fond of quoting the Song to David (see Wise, Letters of R+ Brown* ing> ii. 69).
GEORGE BUBO DODINGTON
George Bubb (1691-1762), better known with the added surname of Dodington, which he assumed in 1720, than by the title of Lord Melcornbe which he acquired in 1761, has come down to posterity with an unsavoury reputation as the type of the time-serving politician* His Diary (published in 1784) was in the library of Brovvning's father; and in this study Browning uses him as an example of the self-seeker who, being fool as well as knave, is not even success* ful in his self-seeking* Mrs* Orr (Handbook^ p* 35x) states that the higher and more successful style of political trickery, indicated in the poem in comparison with Dodington's, represents Browning's idea of Disraeli; but she does not give her authority for this belief*
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